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BOROUGH  OF  WREXHAM. 


fi 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


AND  THE 


CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


FOR  THE  YEAR  19S7. 


E.  WILLIAMS, 

M.R.CS.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 


A.  McCartney, 

M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H  I. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  the  report  on  the  Health  and  Vital  Statistics 
of  the  Borough  of  Wrexham  for  1957.  The  Report  follows  the 
form  laid  down  in  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health  Circular  42/51. 

The  mid-year  estimated  population  as  given  by  the  Reg- 
istrar General  showed  an  unexpected  decrease  to  31,970  as  com- 
pared with  32,810  for  1956.  This  decrease  was  due  to  the  fact 
that  in  1956  and  previous  years  the  military  at  Horsley  Hall 
Camp  had  been  included  in  the  Wrexham  Borough  population 
figure,  this  will  now  be  transferred  to  the  Wrexham  Rural  District 
population. 

There  was  a slight  increase  in  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate 
from  22.8  to  27.2  pqr  thousand  live  births  fo,r  this  year,  this 
reversal  in  the  declining  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  is  not  uncom- 
mon, but  the  only  adverse  feature  in  this  year’s  infantile  mor- 
tality is  that  five  infants  who  had  apparently  normal  births  should 
die  of  respiratory  and  intestinal  infection  befoire  reaching  their 
first  birthday. 

These  particular  deaths  occurred  in  the  first  six  months  of 
the  year  and  in  each  case  a full  enquiry  was  made. 

One  mother  died  in  childbirth,  this  is  now  becoming  a com- 
paratively rare  occurrence,  the  previous  maternal  death  having 
occurred  in  1946. 

The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  in  the  past  have  made  periodic 
visits  to  the  town,  their  first  visit  was  in  1953  and  again  in  1955 
when  they  stayed  for  two — three  weeks.  From  1st  July  this  year, 
however,  weekly  visits  were  made,  the  Unit  being  established  in 
the  War  Memorial  Hospital  grounds,  and  its  services  made  avail- 
able to  the  general  public.  It  provided  an  opportunity  for  survey 
schemes  to  be  made  on  persons  in  the  various  works  and  industries 
in  the  neighbourhood.  Visits  are  made  by  the  Unit’s  Public 
Relations  Officer  to  various  firms  offering  x-ray  facilities  to  their 
employees. 

As  regards  Housing,  there  were  fewer  houses  built  during 
the  year  as  compared  with  previous  years.  The  housing  of  families 
off  the  general  list  continues.  The  number  of  applicants  for 
houses  received  each  month  appears  to  be  fairly  steady.  The 
demand  still  continues  with  the  result  that  there  has  been  an  in- 
crease in  the  waiting  period.  The  average  waiting  period  for  a 
husband,  wife  and  one  child  living  in  rooms  has  increased  from 


approximately  to  IJ  years,  to  2 years.  With  the  restrictions 
on  further  housing  schemes  for  the  general  housing  needs  and  the 
Slum  Clearance  Programme  getting  into  its  stride,  the  prospect 
of  houses  for  applicants  on  the  General  List  becomes  increasingly 
more  distant. 

During  the  year  5 cases  of  Infantile  Paralysis  were  notified. 
The  protective  immunisation  scheme  against  Poliomyelitis  con- 
tinued. The  demand  by  the  public  has  been  high  and  attend- 
ance at  the  immunisation  clinics  has  been  good,  with  compar- 
atively few  failing  to  attend.  With  increasing  supplies  of  the 
vaccine  from  the  United  States  of  America  and  Canada,  the  scheme 
which  ori^igally  covered  children  in  the  3 — 10  year  age  group 
only  was  expanded  to  include  all  children  from  1^ — 15  years  and 
to  expectant  mothers. 

During  the  year  1,094  children  were  immunised  and  no  un- 
toward reactions  were  reported.  So  far  no  Poliomyelitis  has 
occurred  in  an  an  immunised  child. 

With  regard  to  the  recent  Clean  Food  Regulations,  there 
has  been  a gradual  improvement  in  the  standard  of  hygiene  in  the 
majority  of  food  shops.  ^There  is  also  an  increasing  awareness 
by  the  housewife  in  the  aboslute  necessity  for  clean  food  and  clean 
food  premises.  Criticism  by  the  shopping  public  can  usually  be 
far  more  effective  and  ensure  more  prompt  improvement  in  un- 
hygienically  run  food  premises  than  can  be  accomplished  by 
Local  Authorities  and  their  Health  Officials. 

So  far  as  that  part  of  the  food  shop  which  the  public 
are  in  direct  contact  with  conditions  are  improving  and'  may  be 
said  to  be  fairly  satisfactory.  It  is  equally  important  that  condi- 
tions in  the  food  premises  which  is  not  normally  accessible  to 
the  public,  should  be  equally  satisfactory  from  the  hygiene 
standard.  Frequent  visits  are  made  by  the  Health  Department 
Officials  to  ensure  that  it  is  so. 

Regarding  the  education  of  food  handlers,  e.g.,  the  washing 
of  hands  after  using  the  lavatory,  the  task  is  more  difficult.  Some 
food  handlers  may  come  from  homes  that  have  no  hot  water 
supply,  the  W.C.  mayi  be  across  the  back  yard  with  no  convenient 
wash-hand  basin.  The  necessary  conveniences  conducive  to 
aquiring  clean  habits  are  absent.  This  difficulty  is  slowly  being 
overcome  by  the  large  scale  housing  programmes  and  removal  of 
unfit  houses  and  the  rehousing  of  the  public  in  more  satisfactory 
and  modern  houses. 

Perhaps  more  can  be  done  in  the  education  of  children  in 
hygiene  practices  and  particularly  in  relation  to  food.  We  are 
fortunate  in  Wrexham,  that  since  the  war  four  new  schools  have 
already  been  erected,  and  a further  school  is  in  the  course  of 


construction.  These  have  all  the  modern  and  latest  toilet  facili- 
ties necessary  for  the  education  of  the  future  public  in  clean  per- 
sonal habits.  I trust  that  now  such  basic  essentials  are  present 
in  at  least  some  of  our  schools,  there  will  bd  no  cheese-pairing 
over  the  provision  of  adequate  soap  and  towels. 

This  year  Wrexham  celebrated  its  100th  Anniversary  of 
the  granting  of  the  Borough’s  Charter  of  Incorporation  by  Queen 
Victoria.  As  part  of  the  Centenary  Year  Celebrations,  a Health 
Exhibition  was  held  at  the  Memorial  Hall.  Presided  over  by 
His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Councillor  W.  Evans,  the  opening  was 
performed  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee,  Alderman 
Cyril  O.  Jones,  B.A.,  who  has  held  this  Office  continuously  since 
1929. 


The  main  exhibits  were  devoted  to  such  topics  as  Clean  Air, 
Clean  Food,  Clean  Water,  Clean  Milk,  Health  Education  and 
Safety  in  the  Home.  Valuable  assistance  both  material  and 
advisory  was  given  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries, 
to  whom  much  of  the  success  of  the  Exhibition  was  due. 

In  conjunction  with  the  Health  Exhibition,  the  Borough 
Council  authorised  the  publication  of  3,000  copies  of  a “ Health 
and  Social  Services  ” Handbook,  particular  to  Wrexham.  These 
copies  were  distributed  free  at  the  Exhibition  and  at  Ante-natal 
and  Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 

One  of  the  most  encouraging  and  surprising  features  noticed 
at  the  Exhibition  was  the  large  proportion  of  school  children 
who  thronged  the  Exhibition  Hall  during  the  lunch  hour  break 
and  after  school  hours.  It  would  be  unsafe  to  assume  that  they 
were  all  deeply  interested  in  general  health  matters,  but  the  un- 
avoidable fact  was  that  they  were  there,  and  generally  speak- 
ing I felt  that  they  showed  much  more  interest  in  the  Exhibition 
than  the  general  adult  population. 

I wish  to  acknowledge  and  thank  the  Chairman  and  Mem- 
bers of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  help  and  co-operation  dur- 
ing the  year,  and  for  the  assistance  of  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  and  all  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  in  general. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


E.  WILLIAMS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


< 


One  of  the  Exhibits  from  the  Centenary  Health  Exhibition  held  during 

Centenary  Year. 


HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 


Chairman — Alderman  CYRIL  O.  JONES,  B.A. 
Vice-Chairman— ms  WORSHIP  THE  MAYOR,  Councillor  Wm.  Evans. 


Alderman  R.  DUTTON. 

Councillor  C.  HUGHES. 

Mrs.  C.  JARVIS  JONES. 

„ C.  JACKSON. 

„ W.  EMYR  WILLIAMS. 

„ G.  H.  JONES. 

„ A.  E.  STABLER. 

„ Miss  M.  JONES. 

Councillor  R.  S.  CRAIG. 

„ J.  G.  LINDSAY. 

„ EDWARD  DAVIES. 

„ E.  PRICE. 

J.  A.  DAVIES. 

„ R.  ROBERTS. 

„ SILAS  DAVIES. 

„ H.  TAPLEY. 

„ H.  GRIFFITHS. 

„ H.  TAYLOR. 

Mrs.  A.  E.  HAYNES. 


STAFF  OF  THE  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

E.  WILLIAMS,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Abattoir  Superintendent : 

A.  McCartney,  m.r.s.h.,  m.a.p.h.i. 


Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 

B.  JONES,  C.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 


Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors  : 

HYWEL  JONES  S.  J.  V.  JAMES.  TECWYN  ROBERTS 

(Resigned  June,  1957).  (H.M.  Forces). 

G.  J.  REES 

(Commenced  October,  1957). 


Articled  Pupil  Public  Health  Inspector: 

G.  L.  HORNE 


Clerk  to  the  Health  Department : 

Miss  M.  M.  PARRY 


Clerks  to  the  Public  Health  Inspectors’  Department : 

Miss  M.  B.  PARRY,  Miss  G.  HUGHES. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  2,916  Acres 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate)  ....  31,970  (mid-Annual) 

Rateable  value  of  the  Borough,  April  1st,  1958  £376,973 

Product  of  a Penny  Rate  ....  £1,455 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  (December  31-st,  1957)  10,190 

No.  of  Corporation  Houses  (December  31st,  1957)  4,811 

Density  of  persons  per  house  2.1 


POPULATION  TRENDS 

SINCE  1945. 

Annual 

Natural 

Year. 

Population. 

Increase. 

/ Decrease. 

Increase. 

1945 

25,670  Estimated  Figure 

- 300 

176 

1946 

27,800 

+ 2130 

226 

1947 

28,450 

+ 650 

289 

1948 

29,100 

+ 650 

212 

1949 

29,710 

+ 610 

215 

1950 

30,470 

+ 760 

206 

1951 

30,940  Census  Figure 

+ 470 

164 

1952 

32,090  Estimated  Figure 

+ 1150 

209 

1953 

32,420 

+ 330 

196 

1954 

32,290 

- 130 

200 

1955 

32,330 

+ 40 

159 

1956 

32,810 

+ 480 

257 

1957 

31,970 

- 840 

247 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Population  (R.G.  Estimate  Mid-Annual) 31,970 

Comparability  Factors: — 

Deaths  1.15 

Births  ....  97 


BIRTHS. 

During  the  year  there  were  588  live  births,  of  which  295 
were  Males  and  293  Females.  This  is  an  increase  of  18  as  com- 
pared with  the  previous  year. 

The  total  number  of  illegitmate  births  was  25,  of  which  14 


were  Males  and  11  Females.  The  total  number  of  illegitimate 
births  for  1956  was  20. 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

Live  births  (Legitimate)  281  282  563 

Live  births  (Illegitimate)  14  11  25 


295  293  588 


Birth  Rate  (Adjusted)  per  1,000  population  18.3 

England  and  Wales  16.1 


Birth  Rate. 


i 


The  Birth  Rate  for  previous  years  and  for  1957  is  as  fol- 


lows:— 

1946  ....  20.8  1952  17.1 

1947  23.6  1953  15.46 

1948  20.1  1954  15.18 

1949  20.7  1955  15.9 

1950  17.2  1956  16.9 

1951  ....  ....  17.8  f957  18.3 


StiBbirths. 

There  was  a total  of  17  Stillbirths  during  the  year,  as  com- 


pared with  1 1 during  the  previous  year. 

Male  Female.  Total. 

Stillbirths  (Legitimate)  6 9 15 

Stillbirths  (Illegitimate)  11  2 


7 10  17 


Stillbirths  Rate  per  1,000  population  0.53 

Stillbirths  Rate  per  1,000  (Total  Live  and  Stillbirths)  28.1 
England  and  Wales 22.4 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  stillbirths,  the  still- 
birth rate  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths,  and  per  1,000  population 
for  the  past  12  years. 


Year. 

No.  of 
Stillbirths. 

Rate  per  1,000 
Live  and 
Stillbirths. 

Rate  per  1,000 
Population 

1946 

22 

36.7 

0.7 

1947 

19 

27.5 

0.6 

1948 

16 

26.6 

0.5 

1949 

20 

35.9 

07 

1950 

21 

37.2 

0.6 

1951 

20 

36.9 

0.64 

1952 

10 

17.2 

0.31 

1953 

15 

28.1 

0.46 

1954 

15 

27.0 

0.46 

1955 

14 

25.7 

0.43 

1956 

11 

18.9 

0.33 

1957 

17 

28.1 

0.53 

( 8 ) 


DEATHS. 


The  total  number  of  deaths  of  Borough  residents  during 
the  year  was  341.  This  figure  is  28  more  than  occurred  in  1956. 
The  total  number  of  Males  who  died  was  174  and  Females  167. 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

174  167  341 

Death  Rate  (Adjusted)  per  1,000  population  10.6 
England  and  Wales ....  ....  11.5 

Death  Rate. 

The  Adjusted  Death  Rate  (taking  the  camparability  factor 
into  consideration  is  10.6.  The  Death  Rate  for  England  and 
Wales  is  11.5. 

The  Death  Rate  for  previous  years  and  for  1957 
lows: — 

1946  12.6  1952  

1947  13.4  1953  

1948  10.7  1954  

1949  ....  ....  12.9  1955  

1950  11.8  1956  ....  

1951  11.04  1957  


The  following  table  gives  the  causes  of  death: — 


Causes. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

1 .... 

3 .... 

4 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— .... 

— .... 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease  ....  

— .... 

— .... 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria  

— .... 

— .... 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough  

— .... 

— .... 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infection  

— ..., 

. — .... 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis ....  

— .... 

. — .... 

— 

8. 

Measles  

— .... 

— .... 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— .... 

— .... 

— 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm.  Stomach  

11  .... 

3 .... 

14 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm.  Lung,  Bronchus 

7 .... 

2 .... 

9 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm.  Breast  

— .... 

4 .... 

4 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm.  Uterus  

— .... 

1 .... 

1 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neo- 
plasms   

15  .... 

, 13  .... 

28 

16. 

Leukeamia,  aleukaemia  ....  ....  

— .... 

1 .... 

1 

16. 

Diabetes 

— .... 

2 .... 

2 

17. 

Vascular,  lesions  of  nervous  system 

19  ... 

. 35  .... 

54 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

25  .... 

. 17  .... 

42 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

3 .... 

3 .... 

6 

20. 

Other  heart  diseases  

20  .... 

. 23  .... 

43 

is  as  fol- 


..  11.95 
..  10.49 
..  11.16 
..  12.16 
..  10.8 
..  10.6 


21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

22.  Influenza  

23.  Pneumonia  

24.  Bronchitis  

25.  Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  sy^ 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis,  nephrosis  

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ....  

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

31. C(^ongenital  malformations  

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

All  other  accidents  .... 

Suicides  

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 


4 

....  3 

....  7 

9 

....  10 

....  19 

. 11 

....  3 

....  14 

Tl  5 

....  — 

....  5 

2 

....  2 

....  4 

5 

....  4 

9 

5 

— 

....  5 

— 

1 

....  1 

. 3 

....  2 

....  5 

1 15 

....  24 

....  39 

I 

....  1 

2 

4 

....  6 

10 

3 

....  — 

3 

174 

....  167 

....  341 

Neo-Natal  Deaths. 

This  represents  the  number  of  deaths  occurring  in  infants 
undei^  the  age  of  4 weeks.  There  were  10  deaths  in  all,  5 being 
Males  and  5 Females. 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

Legitimate  ....  5 ....  5 ....  10 

Illegitimate — ....  — ....  — 


5 ....  5 ....  10 


Neo-natal  Death  Rate  per  1>,000  live  births 17.0 


Infantile  Mortality. 


During  the  year  16  infants  died  under  the  age  of  1 year,  as 
compared  with  13  in  1956. 

Male.  Female.  Total. 


Legitimate 8 ....  8 ....  16 

Illegitimate  ....  ....  — ....  — ....  — 


8 ....  8 ....  16 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  was  27.2 
England  and  Wales 23.0 


( 10  ) 


The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  previous  years  and  for 
1957  is  shown  as  follows: — ■ 


1946  

39.9 

1952  

35.02 

1947  

....  ....  ....  53.6 

1953  

32.9 

1948  

37.7 

1954  

18.6 

1949  

50.4 

1955  

30.18 

1950  

44.2 

1956  

22.8 

1951  

28.7 

1957  

, 27.2 

The  following  table  gives  the  causes  of  death  occurring  in 
infants  under  1 year: — 


Age. 

5 

Male. 

ex 

Female. 

Causes  of  Death. 

10  hours 

1 

Birth  Injury. 

12  hours 

1 

Congenital  Abnormalities. 

20  hours 

1 

Prematurity. 

1 day 

1 

Intra-cranial  Haemorrhage, 

2 days 

1 

Prematurity. 

2 days 

1 

Intra-cranial  Haemorrhage. 

1 week 

1 

Congenital  Abnormalities. 

1 week 

1 

Congenital  Abnormalities. 

2 weeks 

1 

Congenital  Abnormalities. 

2 weeks 

1 

Broncho-pneumonia. 

1 month 

1 

Broncho-pneumonia. 

3 months 

1 

Acute  Pneumococcal 

Pneumonia. 

5 months 

1 

Broncho-pneumonia. 

6 months 

1 

Acute  Gastro  Enteritis. 

8 months 

1 

Fibrocystic  disease  of 

pancreas. 

1 1 months 

1 

Non-lipid  reticulo 

endotheliosis. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

There  was  one  death  due  to  childbirth  during  the  year,  this 
is  the  first  maternal  death  to  occur  within  the  Borough  since  1946. 

Cancer  Deaths. 

There  were  56  deaths  from  Cancer  during  the  year,  as  com- 
pared with  62  in  1956.  The  cancer  deaths  had  increased  by  two 
in  Males  and  decreased  by  8 in  Females. 

The  ratio  of  Cancer  deaths  to  total  deaths  is  1:  6.1,  as  com- 
pared with  1:  5.04  in  1956.  The  percentage  of  Cancer  deaths  to 
total  deaths  is  16.1.  Male.  Female.  Total. 


Stomach  11  ....  3 ....  14 

Lung  and  Bronchus  7 ....  2 ....  9 

Breast  — ....  4 ....  4 

Uterus  . . — ....  1 ....  1 

Others  15  ....  13  ....  28 


33  ....  23  ....  56 


( 11  ) 


The  total  number  of  Cancer  Deaths  and  the  percentage  of 
Cancer  Deaths  to  total  deaths  since  1946  is  shown  in  the  follow- 
ing table: — 


Year. 

Total  No. 
of  Deaths. 

Cancer  Deaths. 

Percentage 
of  Cancer 
Deaths  to 
Total 
Deaths. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

1946 

351 

23 

30 

53 

15.1 

1947 

382 

36 

26 

62 

16.2 

1948 

312 

28 

23 

51 

16.3 

1949 

360 

26 

2?^ 

64 

17.8 

1950 

337 

26 

27 

53 

15.7 

1951 

358 

25 

27 

52 

145 

1952 

362 

32 

21 

53 

14.6 

1953 

321 

26 

24 

50 

15.6 

1954 

339 

35 

24 

59 

17.4 

1955 

371 

40 

19 

59 

15.9 

1956 

313 

31 

31 

62 

19.8 

1957 

341 

33 

23 

56 

16.1 

Heart  Disease. 

Heart  disease  was  responsible  for  101  deaths.  Of  these 
54  were  Males  and  47  Females.  The  percentage  of  deaths  from 
Heart  disease  to  total  deaths^  is  29.6  as  compared  with  31.9  in 
1956. 

Pulmonary  Causes. 

There  were  49  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Causes,  4 of  these 
being  due  to  Tuberculosis,  19  due  to  Pneumonia  and  14  due  to 
Bronchitis. 


Respiratory  Disease. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

T.B.  R^piratory  .... 

1 .... 

3 .... 

4 

Pneumonia 

9 .... 

10  .... 

19 

Bronchitis  

..  IT  .... 

3 .... 

14 

Influenza 

4 .... 

3 .... 

7 

Others  ....  .... 

5 .... 

— .... 

5 

30  ....  19  ....  49 


NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

During  the  year  889  infectious  disease  notifications  were 
received,  of  these  710  were  Measles. 

The  Measles  outbreak  commenced  in  the  early  Spring  and 
continued  throughout  the  year. 

Whooping  Cough  increased  to  64  as  compared  with  35  dur- 
ing the  previous  year. 

There  were  23  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  re- 
ported, this  was  rather  more  than  expected,  but  the  overall  trend 
is  for  a gradual  decrease  of  this  disease. 
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During  the  months  September,  October  and  November,  five 
cases  of  Infantile  Paralysis  occurred.  The  disease  affected  per- 
sons in  widely  separated  parts  of  the  town  with  no  evidence  that 
the  infection  had  been  spreadi  from  case  to  case.  Of  the  five 
persons  affected  two  were  young  children  under  the  age  of  five 
years.  Neither  of  these  had  received  the  poliomyelitis  vaccina- 
tion. 

No  Food  Poisoning  outbreaks  were  reported  during  the  year, 
and  there  were  no  Diphtheria  cases  reported. 


NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Disease. 

Rates  per  1,000  Population 
Notification.  Deaths. 

Dysentery 

1 

0.03 



— 

Typhoid  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  

62 

1.9 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

64 

2.0 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  

1 

0.03 

— 

— 

Smallpox  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  

710 

22.2 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  ....  ....  

20 

~0.6 

19 

0.6 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  .... 

Acute  Paralytic 

5 

0.2 

— 

— 

Acute  Non-paralytic 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis,  Pulm’ary 

23 

0.7 

4 

0.1 

Tuberculosis,  Other  .... 

2 

0.06 

— 

Food  Poisoning  

— 

— 

— 

— 

NOTIFIABLE  INEECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  1957. 

(Arranged  according  to  Age). 


1 

3 

5 

10 

15 

45 

65 

Under 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

plus 

TOTAL 

Disease. 

1 

2 

4 

9 

14 

44 

64 

Smallpox  

Diphtheria  

Scarlet  Fever  

7 

13 

30 

11 

1 

62 

Pneumonia  ....  

1 

— 

3 

2 

— 

7 

3 

4 

20 

Erysipelas  ....  

Meningococcal  Infection 

1 

1 

Poliomyelitis  

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

5 

Dysentery  

Typhoid  & Paratyphoid 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Puerperal  Pyr^fa  

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Measles  

29 

155 

218 

300 

4 

4 

— 

— 

710 

Whooping  Cough  ....  .... 

9 

22 

13 

19 

1 

— 

— 

— 

64 

Food  Poisoning  

Tuberculosis  Pulmonary 

_ 

_ 

14 

3 

6 

23 

Tuberculosis,  Other  .... 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Totals  

39 

184 

249 

353 

16 

31 

6 

11 

889 
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Tuberculosis. 

The  total  number  of  Lung  Tuberculosis  cases  notified  dur- 
ing the  year  was  23  as  compared  with  20  in  1956.  The  Male  noti- 
fications increased  from  10  in  1956  to  14  in  1957,  and  the  Female 
notifications  decreased  from  10  in  1956  to  nine  in  1957. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  Pulmon- 
ary and  Non-Pulmonary  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  on  1st 
January,  1957  and  31st  December,  1<957. 


Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Male 

Female 

TOTAL 

Male 

Female 

TOTAL 

1st  January, 
1957. 

125 

104 

229 

14 

23 

37 

31st  December, 
1957. 

133 

108 

241 

15 

21 

36 

TUBERCULOSIS  CASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR 

(Arranged  according  to  Age). 


Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Age  Period. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

0—1 
1 A 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 — 4 

5—9 

— 

— 

1 

7 

10—14 

15—19 

20—24 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 



— 

25—34 

1 

5 

— 

— 

35—44 

4 

— 

— 

— 

45—54 

1 

— 

— 

— 

55—64 

2 

— 

— 

— 

65  plus 

4 

2 

— 

— 

Totals 

14 

9 

1 

1 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  Lung  Tuberculosis 
cases  notified  and  the  rate  per  1,000  population,  and  the  deaths  due 
to  Lung  Tuberculosis  and  rate  per  1,000  population  since  1946. 


Year. 

No.  of 
Cases. 

Case  Rate 
per  1 ,000 
population^ 

No.  of 
Deaths. 

Death  Rate 
per  1,000 
population. 

1946 

37 

1.3 

14 

0.5 

1947 

30 

1.1. 

13 

0.5 

1948 

30 

1.03 

7 

0.2 

1949 

42 

1.4 

13 

0.4 

1950 

24 

0.8 

10 

0.3 

1951 

17 

0.6 

8 

0.3 

1952 

46 

1.4 

4 

0.1 

1953 

50 

1.5 

5 

0.2 

1954 

31 

0.9 

6 

0.2 

1955 

24 

0.7 

1 

0.03 

1956 

20 

0.6 

1 

0.03 

1957 

23 

0.7 

4 

0.1 
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IMMUNISATIONS  AND  VACCINATIONS. 


Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  Combined. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  young  infants  un- 
der one  year  of  age  immunised  during  1957.  In  the  past  few 
years  the  percentage  of  young  children  under  one  year  of  age  who 
were  immunised  each  year  varied  from  25  to  35  per  cent,  of  the 
total  infant  births,  this  year  approximately  45  per  cent,  of  the 
total  infants  born  received  protection  against  Diphtheria  and 
Whooping  Cough. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  immun- 
ised against  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  during  the  year. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Diptheria  and 
Whooping  Cough  I mm 

Primary  Doses. 

Repeat  Doses. 

0—1  1—4  5—15 

0—4  5—15 

0—1  1—4  5—9 

2 S 13 

34  337 

267  112  1 

The  Combined  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  immunisa- 
tion was  commenced  within  the  Borough  in  1952. 


The  following  table  gives  the  total  number  of  infants  in  the 
age  groups  0 — 1 years,  1 — 4 years  and  5 — 9 years  who  have  been 
immunised  since  1953  onwards. 


Year. 

Total  Births. 

Whooping  Cough 
Notifications 
All  Ages. 

Diphtheria  and 
Whooping  Cough  Imm. 

0—1 

1—4 

5—9 

1953 

517 

Ill 

135 

113 



1954 

539 

45 

128 

136 



1955 

530 

71 

129 

123 

— 

1956 

570 

35 

209 

118 

2 

1957 

588 

64 

267 

112 

1 

Vaccination  Against  Smallpox. 

A total  of  317  cases  (all  age  groups)  were  vaccinated  within 
the  Borough  during  the  year,  173  of  these  being  young  infants  un- 
der one  year  of  age. 

Vaccination  Against  Poliomyelitis. 

Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis  was  continued  during  the 
year.  Owing  to  limited  supplies,  the  vaccine  was  offered  to  child- 
ren in  the  3 — 10  year  age  group  only.  Towards  the  end  of  the 
year  additional  supplies  of  the  vaccine  were  obtained  from  Canada 
and  the  United  States  of  America,  and  children  in  the  age  group 
1—16  years  were  now  included. 
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During  the  year,  1,094  cases  received  the  two  poliomyelitis 
injections. 

The  following  tables  shows  the  number  of  children  vaccin- 
ated against  Poliomyelitis  during  the  year  in  age  groups. 


0—1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

— 

12 

62 

95 

81 

98 

143 

127 

161 

185 

130 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  Against  Tuberculosis. 

During  the  year  B.C.G.  Vaccination  of  school  children  was 
commenced  by  the  County  Health  Authority  within  the  Borough. 

A total  of  323,  13-year-old  children  were  tested  for  the 
presence  of  the  Tuberculosis  bacillus,  of  these  90  had  already  been 
infected  and  had  developed  some  degree  of  resistance,  225  cases, 
however,  had  not  been  infected  and  were  then  vaccinated  with 
the  B.C.G.  vaccine. 

This  service  was  offered  to  the  13-year-old  age  group  of 
which  there  was  a total  of  536  pupils. 


THE  MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  SERVICE. 

From  1st  July  onwards,  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  visited 
the  War  Memorial  Hospital  on  Thursday  of  each  week.  An  x-ray 
service  is  made  available  to  the  general  public,  who  may  attend 
at  either  the  morning,  afternoon  or  evening  sessions. 

During  the  half-year  2,059  persons  were  examined,  which 
included  General  Public  Volunteers,  General  Practitioner’s  Refer- 
rals, H.M.  Forces  Entrants,  Teachers  and  Students.  Special  ar- 
rangements are  made  for  the  x-ray  of  factory  employees  or  any 
group  of  work  people  employed  in  offices  or  shops. 

Details  of  examinations  carried  out  by  the  Unit  in  Wrex- 
ham for  the  period  1st  July  to  31<st  December,  1957: — 


Total  Number  Examined  2,059 

No.  found  to  be  abnormal 114 

(a)  Referred  to  Clinic  ....  71 

(b)  Other  abnormalities  of  the  Chest  43 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  examined  in  Sex  and 
Age  Groups: — 


Age  Group. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Under 

15  years 

89 

86 

175 

15—24 

170 

469 

639 

25—34 

135 

190 

325 

35—44 

129 

219 

348 

45—59 

181 

252 

433 

60  plus 

80 

59 

139 

TOTALS 

784 

1,275 

2,059 

Analysis  of  Abnormal  findings  (including  details  of  reports 
received  to  date  from  Chest  Physicians  in  respect  of  patients 
referred  for  further  investigation). 


Classification  of  Disease. 

Total 

No. 

Referred  to 
Chest  Physician. 

Confirmed  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  new 
Cases  ....  

8 

8 

Healed  Post  Primary  Pulmonary  Tuber- 
culosis   

15 

11 

Healed  Primary  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

3 

1 

Bony  Abnormality — congenital  

1 

— 

— acquired  

7 

— 

Bacterial  and  virus  infection 

5 

5 

Bronchiectasis  

1 

Emphysema 

12 

1 

Pulmonary  fibrosis  (non  T.B.)  .... 

5 

5 

Pneumoconiosis  

13 

7 

Enlarged  mediastinal  and  bronchial 
glands  (non  T.B.)  

1 

1 

Sarcoidosis  

1 

11 

1 

Pleural  thickening  (non  T.B.)  

4 

Abnormality  of  diaphragm  .... 

3 

2 

Abnormality  of  heart — congenital  

1 

1 

— acquired  ....  .... 

3 

1 

Miscellaneous  (foreign  body  in  lung)  .... 

1 

— 

Failed  to  attend  for  further  investigation 
at  Clinic  

9 

9 

N.A.D.  after  further  investigation  at 
Clinic 

13 

13 

TOTALS  ....  

114 

71 

HOUSING. 

During  1957,  the  Borough  Council  erected  216  houses  and 
flats,  thus  bringing  the  total  number  of  dwellings  erected  by  the 
Council  since  the  war  to  2,961. 

The  greater  majority  of  these  have  been  occupied  by  fam- 
ilies living  in  apartments  or  rooms  within  the  town.  A small  num- 
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her  of  families  living  in  unfit  houses  have,  however,  been  rehoused 
as  a result  of  individual  Closing  Orders  on  unfit  premises. 

Work  continued  with  the  Slum  Clearance  Programme.  The 
number  of  families  rehoused  from  such  properties  was  compara- 
tively small  during  the  year.  In  all  22  families  have  been  rehoused. 
Since  1955,  when  the  Clearance  Scheme  started  135  houses  have 
been  officially  represented  to  the  Council,  as  being  unfit  and  a total 
of  46  families  rehoused. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  applicants  for 


Council  Houses  as  at  December,  1957. 

Apartments. 

1.  — Residing  in  the  Borough  520 

2.  — Residing  outside  the  Borough  41 

Householders. 

1.  — Residing  in  the  Borough  337 

2.  — Res^d^ng  outside  the  Borough  88 

TOTAL  986 


CARE  OF  THE  AGED. 

During  the  year  one  elderly  person  who  was  in  need  of  care 
and  attention  was  removed  to  a Welfare  Home  under  Section  47 
of  the  National  Assistance  Act.  Such  action  was  undertaken  only 
after  the  nearest  relatives  had  been  informed  of  the  circumstances 
under  which  she  was  living,  and  as  no  assistance  was  offered  the 
Borough  Council  decided  that  in  the  interest  of  her  own  safety  she 
was  eventually  removed  to  a Home. 

She  had  received  assistance  from  the  Home  Help  Service, 
but  she  had  reached  a stage  where  this  was  inadequate. 

To  ensure  that  all  elderly  persons  living  alone  receive  per- 
fodic  visits  from  the  Health  Department,  a register  is  now  kept. 


WATER. 

During  the  year  16  samples  of  the  town’s  water  supply  were 
taken  at  various  points  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examina- 
tion. All  samples  were  reported  as  being  satisfactory. 

One  sample  was  submitted  for  chemical  analysis  and  this 
again  proved  satisfactory. 
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GENERAL  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 


Laboratory  Provision. 

Bacteriol/j^cal  examination  of  water,  milk  and  ice  cream 
are  examined  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Birkenhead. 


HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

(1)  General. 

(a)  Wrexham  and  East  Denbighshire  War  Memorial 


Hospital  230  Beds. 

(b)  Maelor  General  Hospital — 

Geriatric  Unit  ....  170  Beds. 

Emergency  ....  202  Beds. 

Infectious  Diseases  Isolation  42  Beds. 


(Made  up  of  20  Isolation  Cubicles  and  2 wards 
of  14  and  8 beds). 

(2)  Maternity  Cases 

(a)  Trevalyn  Maternity  Hospital  47  Beds. 

(b)  Croesnewydd  Maternity  Unit  21  Beds. 

(3)  Orthopaedic — 

Robert  Jones  and  Agnes  Hunt  Orthopaedic 
Hospital,  Gobowen. 


CLINICS. 


(1)  Orthopaedic. 

The  diagnosis  and  After-Care  Treatment  of  Orthopaedic 
Cases  is  carried  out  at  the  Wrexham  and  East  Denbighshire  War 
Memorial  Hospital,  suppSemented  by  institutional  treatm<ent  at 
the  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Gobowen. 

(2)  Venereal  Disease  Clinic. 

A Venereal  Disease  Clinic  is  established  at  the  Out- 
Patient’s  Department  of  the  War  Memorial  Hospital. 
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(3)  Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics  are  held  at  four  centres  weekly  within 
the  Borough. 

Gatefield,  Kings  Mills  Road  Monday  Afternoon. 

No.  1,  Grosvenor  Road  ....  Monday  and  Wednesday  Afternoon. 
Garden  Village  Institute, 

Kenyon  Avenue  Wednesday  Afternoon. 

Queen’s  Park  Thursday  Afternoon. 

(4)  Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

Ante-natal  Clinics  are  held  weekly  within  the  Borough. 
No.  1 — Grosvenor  Road — 


Tuesday  Morning  and  Afternoon. 

Wednesday  Morning  only. 


Queen’s  Park — Thursday  Morning  only. 

(5)  Eye  Clinics. 

An  Eye  Clinic  is  held  on  alternate  Fridays  at  No.  1, 
Grosvenor  Road. 

(6)  Family  Planning  Clinic. 

A Family  Planning  Clinic  is  held  on  Thursday  afternoon  at 
No.  1,  Grosvenor  Road,  Wrexham. 

(7)  Dental  Clinics. 

Dental  Clinics  are  held  weekly  at  No.  1,  Grosvenor  Road. 

Wrexham. 

Maternal  and  Child  Welfare Monday. 

Fillings  Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday. 

Orthodontics  Thursday. 

Casuals  Friday  and  Saturday  mornings. 

(8)  Speech  Therapy. 

Speech  Therapy  Clinics  are  held  twice  weekly  within  the 


Borough. 

Gatefield,  Kings  Mills  Road Wednesday. 

No.  1,  Grosvenor  Road  Thursday. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1957. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the. honour  to  submit  my  Twelfth  Annual  Report 
on  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors’  Department. 

The  year  1957,  Centenary  Year,  proved  to  be  quite  an 
eventful  one,  and  one  which  provided  a wide  field  of  activities  for 
your  Public  Health  Inspectors. 

New  legislation  during  the  year  included  the  Rent  Act, 
1957,  and  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956.  The  Rent  Act  has  led  to  a 
considerable  amount  of  work,  although  the  impact  of  this  con- 
troversial measure  has  not,  so  far,  been  as  great,  locally,  as  was 
expected.  Only  the  fringe  of  the  Clean  Air  problem  has  been 
touched,  and  the  main  task  of  improving  the  condition  of  the 
atmosphere  has  yet  to  be  tackled. 

One  of  the  events  held  during  Centenary  Year  was  a Health 
Exhibition,  which  was  attended  by  nearly  5,000  people  during  a 
period  of  six  days.  It  proved  to  be  quite  successful  and  cer- 
tainly illustrated  the  progress  in  environmental  health  during  the 
past  century. 

There  were  a number  of  staff  changes  during  the  year.  Mr. 
Tecwyn  Roberts  was  called  up  for  National  Service  in  January, 
and  has  not  been  replaced.  Mr.  Hywel  Jones  left  in  June  on 
securing  another  appointment,  and  he  was  replaced  by  Mr.  Glyn 
J.  Rees,  who  commenced  duties  on  October  1st. 

I am  grateful  to  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  to  tlie 
Members  of  the  Health  Committee,  for  your  help  and  guidance 
during  the  year.  I would  also  express  my  thanks  to  Dr.  Evan 
Williams,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

My  Staff  have  maintained  a high  standard  of  work  during 
the  year,  and  I am  grateful  to  them. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 
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A.  McCartney, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


TABULATED  SUMMARY  of  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION 


Total  No.  of  Inspections  made  ....  ....  8,731 

Total  No.  of  Complaints  received 337 

Total  No.  of  Notices  served  300 

Total  No.  of  Interviews  with  owners,  etc 427 

Bed  Bugs. 

No.  of  Inspections  made  ....  61 

No.  of  Council  Houses — 

(i)  Found  to  be  infested  10 

(ii)  Disinfested  by  this  Department  10 

No.  of  Other  Premises — 

(i)  Found  to  be  infested  2 

(ii)  Disinfested  by  this  Department  at  owner’s 

expense  2 

Cinemas  and  Places  of  Entertainment. 

No.  of  Inspections  made  ....  5 

No.  of  Informal  Notices  served  — 

No.  of  Notices  complied  with  — 

Closets. 

Cleansed  and  limewashed  ....  — 

No.  of  water-closets  repaired  or  reconstructed  18 

No.  of  flushing  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  9 

No.  of  new  water-closet  pans  or  pedestals  provided  ....  17 

No.  provided  with  supply  of  water  12 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

No.  on  Register , ....  Nil. 

Drains. 

Drains  constructed  or  reconstructed  ....  ....  3 

Repaired  or  cleansed  20 

New  inspection  chambers  4 

Gullies  provided  or  renewed  3 

New  sinks  provided ....  5 

Sink  waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  6 

Soil  and  ventilating  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  4 
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Factories  (Excluding  Bakehouses). 

No.  of  Factories  in  District  (Mech.) 158 

No.  of  Factories  in  District  (Non-Mech.)  51 

No.  of  Inspections  made  102 

No.  of  contraventions  found  5 

No.  of  contraventions  remedied  ....  5 

No.  of  contraventions  outstanding  at  end  of  year — 

Infectious  Diseases,  Disinfections,  Etc. 

No.  of  investigations  carried  out  60 

Disinfection  arrangements  are  carried  out  by  the  Wrexham 
Isolation  Hospital  Staff  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Health  Depart- 
ment. 

Offensive  Trades. 

No.  of  Businesses  in  District  5 

No.  of  inspections  made  12 

No.  of  contraventions  found  — 

No.  of  contraventions  remedied  — 

No.  of  contraventions  outstanding  at  end  of  year  ....  — 

Rodent  Control. 

No.  of  premises  inspected  823 

No.  of  premises  found  infested 204 

No.  of  visits  made  2,591 

Removal  of  Household  Refuse. 

No.  of  new  ashbins  provided  by  Statutory  action  26 

Sanitary  Defects  Remedied. 

Dampness. 

No.  of  roofs  renewed  or  repaired  48 

No.  of  eavesgutters  and  rainwater  pipes  repaired  or 

renewed  ....  60 

Yard  surfaces  repaired  or  relaid  .2 
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Other  Work. 

No.  of  walls  repaired  28 

No.  of  walls  rendered  or  repointed  ....  10 

No.  of  ceilings  repaired  3 

No.  of  floors  repaired  7 

No.  of  chimney  stacks  repaired  or  rebuilt  5 

No.  of  firegrates  repaired  or  renewed  5 

Damp  proof  courses  provided  and  dampness  remedied  4 

No.  of  doors  and  windows  repaired  or  renewed  61 

Offensive  accumulations  removed....  ....  2 

Smoke  Emission  and  Abatement. 

No.  of  smoke  observations  made  98 

No.  of  visits  made  ....  ....  145 

No.  of  Notices  served  (Informal)  24 

No.  of  deposit  gauges  sited  in  the  Borough  ....  ....  2 

The  average  monthly  deposit  of  soot,  etc.,  for  the  past  three 
years  is  as  follows: — 

1955.  1956.  1957. 

Parish  Church  Site  22  tons.  19  tons.  16  tons. 

Cartrefle  College  Site 10  tons.  10  tons.  9 tons. 


The  Clean  Air  Act,  1956. 

There  was  an  increase  during  the  year  in  the  Department’s 
activities  concerning  atmospheric  pollution,  and  the  first  steps 
were  taken  towards  the  implementation  of  the  Clean  Air  Act, 
1956.  The  Council  agree^^to^pake  the  new  Building  Byelaws 
dealing  with  the  provisicfn^anH ^"cooking  appliances  in  new  build- 
ings. Further,  a Joint  Advisory  Clean  Air  Committee  has  been 
agreed  to  in  conjunction  with  Wrexham  Rural  District  Council 
and  other  organisations. 

The  recording  gauges  sited  in  the  Borough  continue  to  pro- 
vide information  which  will  certainly  influence  any  future  action 
to  be  taken  by  the  Council.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  main 
problem  to  be  faced  is  the  elimination  of  domestic  smoke  pollu- 
tion. The  type  of  dark  smoke  envisaged  in  the  Clean  Air  Act 
is  seldom  the  product  of  the  domestic  chimney,  and  it  cannot  be 
too  strongly  emphasised  that  the  virtual  abolition  of  domestic  pol- 
lution can  be  dealt  with  only  by  the  creation  of  smoke  control  areas 
within  the  Borough.  The  procedure  to  be  followed  is  both  com- 
plicated and  costly  but  the  cost  must  be  compared  with  the  gross 
waste  of  money  expended  in  dealing  with  the  ravages  of  atmos- 
pheric pollution. 
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The  aim  is  to  cleanse  the  atmosphere  above  Wrexham  in 
the  next  10  years  or  so,  and  our  future  activities  in  this  field  will 
call  for  careful  thought  and  courageous  action  by  the  Health  and 
Housing  Committees  of  the  Council. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

No.  of  Swimming  Baths  in  the  district  I 

No.  of  samples  of  water  taken  10 

No.  of  sam.ples  satisfactory  10 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  Etc. 

No.  of  inspections  made  ....  4 

No.  of  contraventions  found  — 

Water  Supply. 

No.  of  samples  taken  for  Analysis  ....  ....  17 

No.  of  samples  satisfactory  17 

HOUSING. 

Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of  Formal 
Notices. 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  where  defects  were  remedied 
in  consequence  of  Informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ....  76 

Action  Under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

(A)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts — Section  93. 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Abatement 

Notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied 38 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  rem*edied 

after  service  of  Formal  Notices — 

(a)  By  Owners 16 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  — 

(3)  No.  of  Notices  outstanding  at  end  of  year 22 

Section  45. 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices  were 
served  requiring  defective  water-closets  to  be 
repaired  ....  19 
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(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  where  defective  water-closets 
were  repaired  after  service  of  Formal  Notices: — 


(a)  By  Owners 12 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  — 

(3)  No.  of  Notices  outstanding  at  end  of  year  ....  7 


Section  39. 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices 
were  served  for  the  renewing  or  repairing  of 


existing  drains  38 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  where  the  existing  drains  were 

renewed  and  cleansed: — 

(a)  By  Owners 18 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  — 

(3)  No.  of  Notices  outstanding  at  the  end  of  year 20 


Section  138  and  Water  Act,  1945.  Section  30. 

(1)  No,  o^  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices 

were  served  requesting  Owner  to  provide  water 
supply  in  pipes — 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  water  supply  was 

provided  after  service  of  Formal  Notices:  — 

(a)  By  Owners — 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners ' — 

(3)  No.  of  Notices  outstanding  at  end  of  year  — 

In  September,  1957,  the  Housing  Act,  1957,  replaced  most 
of  the  previous  housing  legislation,  but  any  action  necessary  for 
dealing  with  houses  referred  to  in  this  Report  was  initiated  under 
the  Housing  Act,  1936. 


(B)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16,  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936. 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  — 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  Formal  Notices: — 

(a)  By  Owners  — 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  — 
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HOUSING. — An  illustration  showing  the  terrace  of  unfit  houses  in  Offa  Terrace,  Wrexham,  prior  to  demolition. 


HOUSING. — An  illustration  showing  a complete  block  of  new  dwellings  on  the  Offa  Terrace  site. 


(C)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  o£  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices  were 

served  under  Section  11 2 


(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made ....  2 

(3)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders 10 


(4)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 

Undertaking  given  by  Owner  

(5)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Undertak- 

ing from  owners  accepted  not  to  re-let  houses  for 
human  habitation  


(D)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  No.  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made 

(2)  No.  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 
the  tenement  or  room  having  been  renderai  fit  .... 


(E)  Housing  Act,  1936,  Overcrowding. 


(1)  (a)  No.  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the 
year  ....  

(b)  No.  of  families  dwelling  therein  

(c)  No.  of  persons  dwelling  therein  


not 

known. 


(2)  No.  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the 

year  4 


(3)  (a)  No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the 


year  ....  ....  35 

(b)  No.  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  140 


(4)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses  again 
became  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority 
have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  over- 
crowding   Not  known. 
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Clearance  of  Unfit  Houses. 


The  task  of  clearing  unfit  houses  within  the  Borough  con- 
tinued during  the  year.  Seven  houses  were  included  in  a Clear- 
ance Area,  and  action  was  taken  for  the  demolition  of  another  8 
houses.  Two  of  the  latter  were  privately  owned  and  Demolition 
Orders  were  made  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936.  The 
other  6 houses  were  owned  by  the  Borough  Council  and  were 
approved  for  demolition  following  certification  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  A further  11  houses  were  demolished  and  9 
houses  closed  as  a result  of  formal  action  taken  in  previous  years. 


During  the  year  16  families  were  re-housed  from  unfit 

houses. 


Since  the  Council  commenced  its  programme  of  clearance 
in  1955,  a total  of  135  houses  have  been  dealt  with  and  46  families 
have  been  re-housed.  In  addition,  continued  progress  has  been 
made  during  the  year  in  the  removal  of  the  temporary  prefabri- 
cated bungalows,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  64  had  been  cleared 
and  the  families  rehoused. 


The  Rent  Act,  1957. 

This  Act,  together  with  the  Rent  Restrictions  Regulations, 
1957,  came  into  operation  in  July,  1957. 


The  Act  is  primarily  one  affecting  landlord  and  tenant,  and 
only  in  the  event  of  disagreement  does  the  local  authority  inter- 
vene. The  local  impact  has  not  been  as  severe  as  was  expected, 
but  even  so,  the  complex  administrative  procedure  which  local 
authorities  must  adopt  has  led  to  a considerable  amount  of  work. 
This  will  be  of  some  concern  if  the  anticipated  number  of  appli- 
cations does  eventually  materialise. 

Details  of  work  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  are  as  follows: — 
No.  of  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  (Form  I)  41 


No.  of  Proposals  to  Issue  (Form  J) 41 

No.,of  Undertakings  received  (Form  K) 18 

No.  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued  (Form  L)  ....  ....  ....  23 

No.  of  Cancellations  applied  for  (Form  M)  ....  ....  2 

No.  of  Cancellations  issued 1 
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SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES. 


The  undermentioned  table  gives  details  of  the  number  and 
type  of  food  premises  within  the  Borough,  and  the  number  of  in- 
spections made  during  the  year. 


No.  in  District.  No.  of  inspections  made. 


Bakehouses  ....  

....  23 

223 

Butchers’  Shops  ....  

....  41 

264 

Cafes,  Restaurants  and  Snack  Bars 

....  20 

169 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  

....  13 

25 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

....  16 

151 

Fruit  and  Greengrocers 

....  45 

220 

General  Provision  Shops  ....  

....  104 

773 

Hotels  and  Public  Houses  

....  60 

11 

Ice-Cream  Premises  

....  94 

1-20 

Wet  Fish  Shops  

....  10 

37 

Cake  Shops  

....  11 

82 

Sweet  Shops  ....  ....  

....  41 

49 

Food  Hygiene. 


During  the  year,  over  2,000  inspections  were  carried  out  of 
food  premises  within  the  Borough,  and  a great  deal  of  work  has 
been  carried  out  to  ensure  compliance  with  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations.  The  improvements  which  have  taken  place  in  a 
large  number  of  food  premises  are  to  be  commended  but  there  is 
still  room  for  considerable  improvement  in  the  attitude  and  habits 
of  food  handlers. 

The  provision  of  a new  washing-up  section  in  the  Corpora, 
tion  butchers’  and  vegetable  markets,  has  completed  the  work  re- 
quired under  the  Regulations.  Wrexham  now  has  a butchers’ 
market  of  which  it  may  be  justifiably  proud. 
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Foreign  Bodies  in  Food. 

During  the  year,  11  complaints  were  received  with  regard 
to  food  alleged  to  contain  foreign  bodies,  or  to  be  otherwise  ab- 
normal by  reason  of  its  appearance,  taste  or  smell.  Proceedings 
in  the  Magistrates  Court  were  taken  on  three  occasions,  the  brief 
details  being  as  follows: — 


1.  Glass  in  Sweet  Fined  £15  0 Od.  Costs  £3  3 Od. 

2.  Nail  in  Fruit  Cake  ....  Fined  £15  0 Od.  Costs  £3  3 Od. 

3.  Glass  in  Orange  Drink  Fined  £50  0 Od.  Costs  £5  9 Od. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

A total  of  29  Formal  samples  and  34  Informal  samples  were 
taken  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act  during  the  year. 

The  articles  sampled  were  as  follows: — 


Formal.  Informal. 

Milk 29  Crab  Paste  1 

Shrimp  Paste  1 

Salmon  Paste  1 

Chicken  and  Ham  Paste....  1 

Chicken,  Ham  and 

Tongue  Paste  1 

Ham  and  Beef  Paste  ....  1 

Veal  and  Ham  Paste  ....  1 

Cake  and  Pudding  Mix- 
ture   1 

Baking  Powder  1 

Fudge  1 

Ice-Cream 12 

Vinegar  4 

Sauce  5 

Tomato  Piquant  1 

Tomato  Sauce  2 


Two  informal  samples  were  returned  as  “ Not  Genuine.” 
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FOOD  HYGIENE. — An  illustration  of  one  of  the  old  wooden  stalls  in  the  Butchers'  Market. 


FOOD  HYGIENE. — An  illustration  showing  one  of  the  h/cw  Butchers'  Stalls  made  to  comply  with  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 


I am  indebted  to  Mr.  T.  H.  Evans,  Inspector  of  Weights 
and  Measures,  Denbighshire  County  Council,  for  the  following 
details  of  his  work  in  the  Borough  during  the  year. 


Article. 

No, 

Taken. 

Genuine. 

Not  Genuine  or 
Sub-Standard. 

Milk  ....  .... 

62 

62 



Butter  

3 

3 

— 

Margarine  

1 

1 

— 

Lard  ....  

1 

1 

— 

Cake  Mixture  ....  ....  

i 

1 

— 

Pearl  Barley  

1 

1 

— 

Sausages  

4 

4 

— 

Suet  

1 

1 

— 

Dried  Peas  . 

1 

1 

— 

Tinned  Carrots  

1 

1 

— 

Fish  Paste  

1 

1 

— 

Potted  Shrimps  ....  .... 

1 

1 

— 

Pickled  Onions  

1 

1 

— 

Mustard  

1 

1 

— 

Salad  Cream  

1 

1 

— 

Condensed  Milk  

1 

1 

— 

Ice-Cream 

2 

— 

Fresh  Cream  

2 

2 

— 

Jelly  Crystals 

T 

1 

— 

Jam  

3 

3 

— 

Tea  

1 

1 

— 

Ground  Coffee 

1 

1 

— 

Beer 

3 

3 

— 

Brandy  ....  ....  ....  

1 

1 

— 

Port  Type  Wine  ....  

1 

1 

— 

Saccharin  Tablets  

1 

1 

— 

Amm.  Tine,  of  Quinine 

1 

1 

— 

Glycerine  

1 

1 

— 

Totals  ....  

100 

100 

— 

All  the  samples  were  certified  by  the  Public  Analyst  to  be 
free  from  all  prohibited  preservative  and  colouring  matter. 

In  addition  to  the  milk  samples  submitted  to  the  Public 
Analyst  during  the  year,  sixty-five  samples  of  milk  taken  from 
Schools  and  Institutions  in  the  Borough  of  Wrexham  were  tested 
in  this  Office  by  the  Inspectors.  All  of  these  samples  were  found 
to  be  up  to  the  presumptive  standards  prescribed  by  the  Sale  of 
Milk  Regulations  1939,  viz.,  3 per  cent,  of  fat  and  8.5  per  cent,  of 
solids-not-fat. 


Duties  relating  to  Ice-Cream. 

There  are  94  registered  premises  for  ice-cream  including 
two  manufacturers. 
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During  the  year  the  following  samples  were  taken: — 

Bacteriological — 23.  These  were  graded  as  follows  by  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  Service: — 

Grade  1 ....  23. 

Grade  2 ....  — 

Grade  3 ....  — 

Grade  4 ....  — 

Milk  and  Dairies  Administration. 

In  addition  to  14  registered  dairy  premises,  there  are  now 
48  persons  registered  as  purveyors  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Regulations,  1949.  Under  the  provisions  of  the  Milk  and  Daries 
(Special  Designations)  Regulations,  50  Dealer’s  Licences  and  16 
Supplementary  Licences  have  been  granted. 

I give  below  the  details  relating  to  the  bacteriological  sampl- 


ing of  milk: — 

No.  of  samples  taken  ....  123 

(1)  School  Milks  (Pasteurised). 

No.  of  samples  taken  7 

No.  of  samples  satisfactory  ....  7 

No.  of  samples  submitted  to  the  Phosphatase  Test  ....  7 

No.  found  satisfactory  7 

School  Milks.  (T.T./Pasteurised). 

No.  of  samples  taken  2 

No.  of  samples  satisfactory  ....  2 

No.  of  samples  submitted  to  the  Phosphatase  Test  ....  2 

No.  found  satisfactory 2 


(2)  Designated  Milks  other  than  School  Milks. 


(Pasteurised  Milk). 

No.  of  samples  taken — 50,  No.  satisfactory  — 48. 

(Tuberculin  Tested  Milk). 

No.  of  samples  taken— 16.  No.  satisfactory  — 14. 

(Tuberculin  Tested/Pasteurised  Milk). 

No.  of  samples  taken— 42.  No.  satisfactory  — 42. 

(Sterilised  Milk). 

No.  of  samples  taken — 6.  No.  satisfactory  — 6. 
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Inspection  of  Meat. 


Cattle 

Sheep 

excluding 

Cows. 

and 

Pigs. 

Calves. 

Cows. 

Lambs. 

No.  Slaughtered  

3,002 

571 

31,474 

9,006 

201 

No.  Inspected  

3,002 

571 

*41,811 

*9,007 

201 

Disease  except  Tuber- 
culosis & Cysticerci. 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   

Carcases  of  which  some 

11 

32 

16 

12 

part  or  organ  was 
condemned  

745 

131 

2,106 

258 

5 

% of  No.  inspected 

affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tubercu- 
losis and  Cysticerci  .... 

24.8% 

24.9%. 

5.1% 

3.0% 

8.4% 

Tuberculosis. 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   

Carcases  of  which  some 

5 

4 

— 

6 

— 

part  or  organ  was 
condemned  

119 

41 

— 

160 

— 

% of  No.  inspected 

affected  with  Tuber- 
culosis   

4.1% 

7.9% 

— 

1.8% 

— 

Cystkercosis. 

Carcases  of  which  some 

part  or  organ  was 
condemned  

15 

1 





Carcases  submitted  to 

treatment  by  refriger- 
ation   

1 

_ 

_ 

Generalised  and  totally 

condemned  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

* This  figure  includes  dressed  carcases  brought  into  the  Abattoir  for 

inspection. 


Total  weight  of  meat  condemned  during  the  year: — 

19  tons  1 cwt.  1 qr.  22  lbs. 

Meat  inspection  and  the  administration  of  the  Municipal 
Abattoir  has  again  been  one  of  the  major  activities  during  the  year. 
The  number  of  animals,  and  imported  meat  carcases  passing 
through  the  Abattoir  was  54,592,  an  increase  of  9,597  on  the 
previous  year. 

A full-time  meat  inspection  service  has  been  maintained 
during  the  year  hampered  by  a shortage  of  staff,  and  other  more 
routine  and  less  urgent  duties  have  had  to  receive  less  attention. 
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The  outbreak  of  foot  and  mouth  disease  in  East  Denbigh- 
shire towards  the  end  of  the  year  led  to  greatly  increased  activity 
at  the  Abattoir.  During  the  period  immediately  preceding  Christ- 
mas, and  for  the  following  three  weeks,  the  resources  of  the  Abat- 
toir were  fully  extended,  and  a considerable  amount  of  work  out- 
side normal  hours  was  undertaken  by  the  Staff. 

It  is  pleasing  to  record,  the  progress  that  has  been  made 
on  the  new  cold  storage  facilities,  and  the  new  welfare  and  office 
buildings  at  the  Abattoir.  When  this  work  is  completed  by  June, 
1958,  Wrexham  will  indeed  have  a model  Abattoir.  The  charges 
made,  and  the  services  provided,  should  attract  much  greater  use 
of  the  Abattoir  in  the  future,  and  I feel  sure  that  the  local  meat 
traders  will  derive  great  benefit  from  the  facilities  now  at  their 
disposal. 


Canned  and  Other  Food,  Etc.,  Condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption. 


Tinned  Foods 

3,867J 

lbs. 

Cheese  and  Cheese 

Flour  

5 

li 

lbs. 

Ends  

lOlJ 

lbs. 

lbs. 

Vermicelli  

24 

lbs. 

Cereals  

Fats  

4 

12i 

lbs. 

Stuffing  

10 

lbs. 

lbs. 

Ground  Rice  .... 

12i 

lbs. 

Preserves  

9 

Tbs. 

Turkey  

22 

lbs. 

Beverages  

2 ’ 

24J 

lbs. 

Fish  Paste  

5 

lbs. 

Cake  

2i 

lbs. 

21 

ibs. 

Pickles  

Oatmeal 

Dates  

8 

lbs. 

Frozen  Egg  

42 

lbs. 

31 

lbs. 

Roast  Pork  

118i 

lbs. 

Gelatine  

Sweets  

37 

lbs. 

Bacon .... 

211i 

lbs. 

Miscellaneous  .... 

12 

lbs. 

TOTAL- 

-4,58  li  lbs. 

Percentage  classifications  are  as  follows: — 

Home 

29.5%  - l,353i 

lbs. 

Foreign  .... 

55.8%  - 2,555J 

lbs. 

Empire  .... 

14.7%  - 672i 

lbs. 

100.0%  - 4,58  H 

lbs. 
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£5,099  6 8 £5,099 
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